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[^24^](#fnr24){ref-type="fn"} [^24] For example, in the 1980s the Ministry of Health attempted to impose a law to combat
the phenomenon of 'jumper' workers (i.e. migrant workers who underreported their income and so obtained more entitlements,
such as access to family medical benefits, than they actually paid in taxes), the so-called *Lotta all'Iva,* or *Battle of the Iva*,
when the House of Deputies of the Italian Parliament, at that time dominated by the Christian Democrats, voted to renew the
conflict over the right of Italian workers to share in the benefits of the European Communities.[^25^](#fnr25){ref-type="fn"}
Since the law would have affected one of the most important activities of multinational firms operating in Italy, mainly in the
textile and footwear industries, a *'clash of interests'* soon emerged between the two sides: Italian trade unions who stood for
the protection of the workers' interests, and the import and export companies that needed migrant workers. Moreover, the
*Lotta all'Iva* was supported by the Christian Democratic leader of the House of Deputies, Giuseppe Saragat, who strongly
defended the rights of migrants, according to his socialist ideals.[^26^](#fnr26){ref-type="fn"} The first phase of the *Lotta
all'Iva* only lasted a few months, when the Christian Democrats managed to push through the reform of national law that led to
an increase in taxes for European businesses operating in Italy. The second phase of the *Lotta all'Iva*, however, proved to be
more difficult to defeat, since it relied on the support of a large part of the 'New Right' (a conservative parliamentary group with
a strong influence in Italy from the mid-1980s onwards).[^27^](#fnr27){ref-type="fn"} Nonetheless, the *Lotta all'Iva* did not
end up being passed into law, since the Christian Democrats were defeated in the 1989 general elections and the law had
become so controversial that no other political party could accept it. As a result, the *'Lotta all'Iva'* did not result in any
substantial changes to the existing system of migrant rights, and the changes were minor and limited to some procedural
improvements.[^28^](#fnr28){ref-type 82157476af
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